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Karnavati: Atit ni zanki, City
Museum. Ahmedabad

15 an instilution o nurure and restore the
values, ethos, pride and aspirations of the
city and its citizens. Nol remaining a mere
collection of objects the City Museum s
conceived as o culural node of a living
heritnge. Ahmedabad has been perhaps the
only urban centre in the country developing
on 15 own terms relving entirely on its own
resources, This has been possible as s
people invested their time and vision in city's
development affairs: The unbroken cham of
ndividuals, industry and imstitutions has
been fundamental to the city ol Almedabad.
As a resull, economy, culture, craft, art,
architecture or its administration and
politice  has been mtcrtwined., It is
consciously  designed 1o bring oul these
interrelated facets of ciy. Cily - museum
emphasises on representative value of the
artefacts. It is housed in a building designed
by mternationally renowned french architect
Le Corbusier i 1954,
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Textile craft

Western [ndia has been famouws for its
exports of cotton fabrics ever smce the
Sultanate period. Brocaded textiles
(Kinkfiah) and pieces for decoration,
covering material for ammals, tents el
fourshed  textile craft of Ahmedabai
during the Mogul period. Misio textile, a
combination of cotton and silk threads,
woven in indigernolls pallerns was a comimon
fabric af which there were several foclories.
Also block prints and painted textiles gained
prominence. The Peshwa and the Gaekwad
period gave nse o a distinet brocade weave
known as the Ashavali- 2 combination of
bright coloured silk and cotton threads
interwoven with zerd. 'Mata - ni - pachhedi' a
ritualistic temple hanging, a speciality of
Ahmedabad, s 8 fAne example of block
printing and painting, Vegetable dyecing
and printing also thrives in Ahmedabad.
Display Brocade work, Mushroo,
Embroidery, Block printing
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Photography
Konetkar & Co was the frst photo shop
which established in 1917
Ahmeda The'Miharikn F"huln Club'
Ciujaral  Pictorialists  we

d in 1938 and an

phy called The Family
held in Ahmedabad in 1955 This exhibition,
gave an impetus 10 young photo enthusiasts.
Dana Khopkar's studio became  the
household name while Balwant Bhan
captured rare moments of Dandi march
alomg  with landscapes. Jagan Mehta
mastered the poriraits and Sukhdev
Bhachech led the photo journalism.

Suleman Patel had captured images of

wildlife while Parmanand Dalwadi
experimented with combining photography
and phoeto printing.

Display : Phowo archives. Old camera
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Independence Struggle

It was in 1857 that Ahmedabad made the
wery first attempt o revolt against the British
rle. In 1876, "Swadeshi Udyopvardhak
Mandii' was founded here. In 1903
‘Swadeshi Wastu  Sahakari Mandit' was
founded in the city which was the second
most imporiant step tewards imdependence
and political  freedom. Afer  Gandhiji's
arrival in 1915, Ahmedabad became the
major centre of independence - activities.
Gondhiji put forward the proposal of
persotial and group sedvograhe against the
British. In 1930 Mrudula Sarabha formed a
children's group "Vanarsena', which
introduced them to the fght for freedom. In
1942, Umakant Kadiya embraced
martyrship while on the next day Vinod
Kinamiwala got shot trying o hoist the fag.
[n the words of JTayprakash Naravan, as city
Ahmedabad has contributed the most in the
[ndian independence strogele.

Display - Photographs, Event chart, Map
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Contemporary arts

Ravishanker Rawal initinted the ar
movement in Gujarat by establishing
'Gujarat Chitra Kala  Sangh'. The post
independence scenario witnessed the birth
of Gujarar State Lalit Kala Academy which
produced many talented amists -Rasiklal
Parkh, who headed the School of Art and
Fanu Desar who rocked the filmdom during
W Shantsram's cine-world. Chhaganlal
Jadhav's works were influenced by the
French Impressionistic sivle. Sculptor Kanti
Patel brought the skill of marble carving and
bronge casting 1o Ahmedabad. In the sixties,
Piraji Sagars ook o painted collages using
wood and metal with Indian traditional
motifs. Haku Shah, with his involvement in
tribal arts created a niche in the art world.
Alzo, Amit Ambalal's creations making a
plavful satre on sociely received much
acclaim.

Display : Paintings. Sculptures, Lithographs




e

el Miallon uiz womn o i sl edllBan
B el Wil v i Al dz g@ial
i el qay seas didldl wissig en
sy e, wlBeaadl welen yaldui
spuelladdl grisdn w29 A Usuaee” il
wleny, . wilE sl wil-u G, dadl wel
serl, wle gl e 2 sefRas ansfls
Mg o Csefadl sdeny. S vwtaul
HEE ORI BB BAT die e A
gl 512 sitedl . el eyl o semeisie
WMELE Al iy B, we ey yil,
weldol Hedilldl disesl 3Rl sls 4 Yae
MMl wign dst e, w4 1808 Hl
e Yl widl Ul e suesan sl
A 26 del LMl Bl Y wsmdAl A
grsaly sl dhadalal d waimadl 2meme
eflar umt e T el Mol ikl S
e S R TE TR R R T

ueal - gl saMi, (s, sadidsr, s,
o=l

History and Antiquity

Antiquity of the land poes back to over five
thousand vears (o sage Dadhichi on river
Shvabhramati., whoe sacrificed mselfl to
mitke the weapon Vajra out of his bones o
kill o demion. Then in early 1th century i
was a seitiement of Bhil king Asho and came
1o be called Ashaval: Late 1lth to [3th
cénfury it came to be known as Karnavab
after Kamadev of Solanki dynasty. It was in
1411 A.D. muslim kingAhmedshah founded
the city with fortification and the city since
then 15 called Ahmedabad. Soltanate e
lasted 611 1575 A.D. For nearly two centuries
affer then it came under central Mughal rule.
1707 AD w IEIE AD it was in Maratha
occupation respectively with Peshwas and
Goekwads. Eventually it fell 1o British rule
in [ELE. [t was in Ahmedabad that freedom
movement pot a direction and leedership
with Gandhiji establishing his ashram here.
Display: Roval decrees, coins, documents,
maps, elchings, pholographs
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Industry and commerce

The commercial centre of Ahmedabad s
perhaps the only Indian city modernizing on
its own terms. Relianl neither on the
patronage of court, monarch or colony nor
on the exploitation of the surrounding
countryvside, Ahmedabad has had a long
history of self penerating prosperity
through s trade. commerce and textile
manufacturing. It has shown considerable
independence in the management of affairs
eventhough it was never a city state. It
possesses a powerful mercantile and
artisanal corporatives and guoilds.
Ranchhodlal Chhotalal founded the first
ever textile mull i 1861, The City camed a
title of "Manchester of India'. The following
generations of industriabists contributed to
patronize educational, cultural and scientific
instilubions,

Display : Powerloom. Share cerificates,
Cloth labels. Mementos, Photos
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Folk arts and Crafts
Chamctenstically, a city of entreprencurs
and hard working people. Ahmedabad s
home o many artisans. Traditional block-
prints,  Kiedhat, mesfien cloth are  the
hallmarks of the city. Ahmedabad is known
for its pochikam jewellery (stone inlaid in
silver and gold). Auspicious varira’, metal
utensils and lathe based wooden carving 15a
crafl imdustry here. Paldi area 15 famous for
embroidery. Kubernagar, Wadaj and
Maninagar are known for patchwork.
Jomalpur has blockprinting  work  while
Rangeela pol abounds with beaaedfas (tie and
dye). Madhupura 15 famous for footwear,
Lately plaster idols of Ganesh are being
maile in huge numbers at Gulbai Tekra
Display : Puppetry, Patch work, JTewellery,
Yantra, Utensils, Koalambar
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Institutions of Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad boasis of s internationally
renowned institutional resources, may they
be scientific, research, educational o
philanthropic. Scientilic research
imstitutions ol mernt inclede Space
Application Centre {1973) Physical
Research Laboratory (1961), Institute for
Plasma Research (1986) and the
Ahmedabad Textile and Industrial Research
(1949). The centres for educational
excellence include Indian Institute of
Management (1961), National Instinute of
Desipgn (196l1).. and Centre for
Environmental Planming and Technology
(1962} Italso has Gujarat Vidyapath (1920)
perpetuating Gandhion values. Tvoli Sangh
{1934} and SEWA (Sell Employed Women's
Asanciation -1972 ) which has taken up
wonmen's 1ssues. Majoor Mahagan as well as
other trade and artisan's guilds are the umgue
institutional tradition of Ahmedabad.
Display : Photographs. Models, Artefacts
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Festivals

Althowgh with religious overtones, [estivals
in Ahmedabad assume social significance
where the whole city participates. Festivals
such as Uttaravan, Rathvatra, Moharram,
Mavaratri and Diwali are very characleristic
1o Ahmedabad. Uttaravan - marking sun's
position i Sagittarius, is celebrated with
offering gifis w0 poor and {lying kites on
rnftops, Rathyvatrn is o chariol procession of
Shri Jagannath, Subhbadre ond Balram
through streets of city. Moharram 15 a
procession of e o mark the martyedom
of Imam Hussain. Navatri 15 a nine night
dance (garba) festival on the streels
intended as an offerng 0 the mother
Goddess. Diwali, intertwined with city's
geonomic routing, 15 a week long sining of
feativities beginming with wagfbarash o
labdy parcham. 1t marks the beginning of
new year as per the Filam sammal

Display installations : Uttarayan, Rathyatra,
Moharram, Navratn, Diwali
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Architecture

Abmedabad has carved for itsell o niche in
the architectural landscape of the world, The
walled cuy 15 known for s labynnthine
streets and residential  precincts - pols.,
Stepwells of Adalay and Dada Hare ni Vay
with thear Might of steps leading w waler are
architectural manilestations, foumd only in
this region. Hathisingh Jain temple ol 19t
century represents the evolved temple forms
ol north India: Mosgues and mausoleums in
sandstone from Sulianate period do the
entireg landscape of Ahmedabad with
balanced Gligree and intricate stone carving.
The shaking Minarets remain unigue in the
world for their magical engineering.
Ahmedabad boasts of having  colonial
architecture of Clande Batley, modern
edifices of Le Corbusier and Louis Kahn anad
a sketch proposal by Frank Lloyvd Wright
Disploy : Panels on monuments, Models of
modem architeciure
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Display : Photographs. Manuscripts H -
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Communities and Culture

A Centre of commerce, Ahmedabad has
traditionally had majority of raders as
Famiayx, they belong 1o Vaishnavite or Jaina
Fuith. Hindus comprise of obout 85% of
Ahmadabad's population while Muslims
amount to 11 % and the Juns 3%, Parsis amud
Christians have also made Ahmadabad their
home. There are sixty Jewish families in the
city. Ahmadabad has a large population of
Swaminarayan followers. Sikhs in the city
are larpely inte trade. The amity of
comimunities 15 best reflected in the range of
festivities  celebrated in the city with
enthusizgsm and fervour. People of
Ahmedabad are known for their austerity,
enterprencurship, traditional ethos as well as
progressive outlook.

Display installations Shaiv  (Hindu),
Vaishnav {Hindu ), Swanunarayan (Hindu),
Jain (Jamnizm). Sikh (Sikhism), Parsi
{Lomsidanism),  Christian (Christianity},
Jew (Judasson ), Muslim (Tsham)




CONCEPT, RESEARCH, AND REALIZATION
Vastu-Shilpa Foundation (Yatn Pandva, Balkrishna Dosho)
COORDINATION AND EXECUTION

Yatin Pandya / Vastu-Shipla Foundation - Design and curatonal
Pinakin Dhxat - Dy, Munecipal Commisioner

Shridhar Andhare - Curatorial

Cr.ML Hiragar - Sanskar Kendra, Director In charge
ADVISORS

Balkrishna Doshe (Architecture, Design)

Shndhar Andhare { Antiquity, Indology, Muscology)

Amit Ambalal { Antiguity, art, culture}

Heku Shah (Craft)

Esther Duvid (Contemparary art, culture)

Piruji Sagra (Contemporary art)

Miranjan Bhagst {Czparat literaturs)

Surendra Patel { Photography)

Parmanand Dalwad: { Photography)

Bombrvwala (Urdu literature)

Wikas Satwalbekar (Design)

Mallika Sarubhat { Performing an)

Hasmukh Baradi { Performing ar)

DESIGN & DISPLAY TEAM

Yatn Pandya { Space lavout, Display svstem and Panel graphics)
Mational Institute of Design (Advisor Dhsplay system)
Shailesh Mo ( Text Graphics)

Vikram Surdesai (Imitial Luvout)

ASSISTANCE

Raajesh Moothan, Rajun Rawal, Avinash Engineer.

Vijay Sharma, Joseph Varughese, Pranah Parikh

GUIDANCE

Maliniben At - Mavor

Haresh Bhavsar - Deputy Mavor

Dharmendra Shah - Stdg. Comm. Chairman

Surendra Patel - Chairman, AUDA

Bharti Patel - Chaur person,

Recreatsonal and Cultural Commatles

k. Kailashnathan - Municipal Commissioner

Mayur Dave - Ex.Chair person

REecreation and Cultural Commatlee

Jeitaram Patel - Ex. Mavor

Manjula Patalia - Ex, Dy. Mavor

BK. Smba - Ex. Municipal Commissioner

Feshay Verma - Ex. Municipal Commissioner

SPECIAL THANKS

Asha Rawal, Ashok Thakore, Ashutosh Bhatt, Bharti Shelat,
Chbagan Bhaiva, Chinubhai Navak, Makrand Mehta, Rama
Choubhan, Ramesh Dave, Ravi Hazamish, Subrate Bhowmik,
Trupti Rawal, Waris Alvi.

CONTRACTOR

Raolnt Shah{ B_K Construction)

This mformation booklet 15 printed by
Eijal Grophics-9825033106
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Crround Floor Plan

History and antiquity
Archival images
Gandhiji

Sardar Patel
Freedom movement
Textile industry
Individuals

Textile art
Contermnporary art

. Photography

. Culture and society
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Architecture
Folk art

. Design
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. Period room

. Exhibition gallery
. Kite Museum
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